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Table I The number of articles related "human settlement”

in the 16 geographical journals in China
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Fig.1 Distribution of the time of appearance of research topics related to human settlement research by Chinese geographical journals
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Table 2 Changes of the affiliation of the most prolific authors

on human settlements (top 6)
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Fig. 2 Methods of human settlement natural environment suitability evaluation



1474 Hy i Bl 2 34%:
oA iR 57k
R ERER RS || i |
G \ ¥nsm
A\ H#EZE THEEE
KBAE| gy /TR,
FHEN|  mgi  ow )
AHFER
--------- AV et S
ZﬁAE%ﬁ%/ SEAEAE ( Lo

ZlHHE

P SnBmx

i EEAE

K3 NESEZRa e

Fig. 3 Paradigm of human settlement evaluation
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Overview and Prospect of Research on Human Settlement of Chinese Geographers

MA Ren-feng'*’, ZHANG Wen-zhong', YU Jian-hui', WANG Dai', CHEN Li"*

(1. Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural Resources Research, Chinese Academy of Sciences,Betjing 100101, China;
2. Urban Science Department of Ningbo University ,Ningbo Zhejiang 315211,China; 3.Research Center for Maritime Culture
and Economy of Zhejiang, Ningbo Zhejiang 315211,China; 4. Management School, University of Chinese
Academy of Sciences,Beijing 100190, China)

Abstract: With the process of Chinese urbanization and industrialization, human settlement, an ancient and new
field in man-land relationship research, has attracted more and wide attention in the sectors of geography, archi-
tectures and urban planning. We used bibliometrics method and adopting statistic software to classify 180 arti-
cles about human settlement on 16 Chinese geographical jounals. It is found that the research in Chinese geogra-
phy circle are characterized with the following: 1) Late starting, slow development, few high-level research find-
ings and slow growth, and more concentrated with empirical research in inner city, less theoretical and innova-
tive research. 2) More research are focus on human settlement intension and extension, valuation indicators and
models for urban and country settlements, theoretical exploration and planning practice of single factor, produc-
tion-commerce-inhabitancy-education/science and research, human settlement and complex, geographical liva-
bility in macroscale, urban settlement differentiation and ideal pattern in medium scale, comprehensive settle-
ment environment evaluation and planning practice of community unit in microscale, community settlement;
human exploration by social and cultural perspective and human settlement advance warning. 3) No progress
on synthesis and integration method system. PSR model and DPSIR model are used for targeting at mechanism,
while physical indicator and questionnaire survey for psychological markers and economy method targeting at
settlement evaluation standard system. On the other hand, spatial clustering based on GIS has been a hotpot in
recent year. Frontier research on human settlement and theoretical system, on the basis of the practice of Chi-
na’s urbanization and industrialization, will provide the guidance to the sustainability of Chinese city and re-
gion. The following five aspects should get more attention: 1) Natural suitability research on human settlement,
and survey on human settlement demand based on humanism, so as to reflect the different people’s demand dif-
ference for a biological suitable settlement in urban environment, the corresponding valuation indicator and sys-
tem, and its evolution, and the impact from the residents’ socioeconomic attributes. 2) "Space and time" dimen-
sion evaluation and sustainable research on urban/rural human settlement in various scales, focusing on the evo-
lution and spatial differentiation from the perspective of various scales as city cluster, between cities, within the
cities and communities. 3) Expolration and establishing theory and technology route for human settlement evolu-
tion research, including detection technology and methods , and data mining measures, and forecasting and emu-
lation of regional / urban human settlement evolution process, mechanism and pattern. 4) Research on the con-
trol of the human settlement, which will focus on the optimism route, pattern and policy for a sound manage-
ment and development on the basis of its evolution’s effect factor, dynamic mechanism and pattern. 5) Estimate
the human settlement system service value and establishing suitable human settlement system, including the so-
cial economic and cultural value and ecology service value,which are inevitable an important field of human
settlement regulating and evaluating system expolration and man-earth law revelation.

Key words: city and countryside; region; human settlement quality; urbanization and industrialization; human

settlement evolution and control



