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Research progress in sustainable development indicator systems both at home
and abroad

LI Tianxing

Department of Chemistry and Life Sciences, Chuxiong Normal University, Chuxiong, Yunnan 675000, China

Abstract: The sustainable development is the only way of human society development. Sustainable development indicator screening
and indicator system construction is the forefront of scientific research in the study of human sustainable development. It is an
important integrant in implementing the human sustainable development strategies. The study hotspot of human sustainable
development turned from the definition of sustainable development to assessment of sustainable development, especially to indicator
system construction since 1990s. There was a trend of theoretical exploration to practical application in the study of sustainable
development indicator system in more than 20 years. By the analyses of typical sustainable development indicator systems for
different levels both at home and abroad since 1990s, overall evaluation was given to the research of sustainable development
indicator systems both at home and abroad. They are indicator system of the Committee of Sustainable Development(CSD),UN,
indicator system of the World Bank, Agenda 21 for the Baltic Sea Region, indicator system for sustainable development of United
Kingdom, indicator system for sustainable development of Sweden, indicator system for sustainable development of Finland,
German indicator system for sustainable development, America indicator system for sustainable development, Switzerland indicator
system for sustainable development, Denmark indicator system for sustainable development, indicator system for sustainable
development of China, urban indicator system for European sustainable development, indicator system for Manukau city in New
Zealand, indicator system for community’s sustainable development of Seattle city in America, indicator system for sustainable
development of Yunnan Province, indicator system for sustainable development of Hainan Province, indicator system for sustainable
development of Shandong Province, indicator system for sustainable development of Nanjing city, indicator system for sustainable
development of Haerbing city, indicator system for sustainable development of Jiaokou county, and indicator system for sustainable
development of the administrative villages of mountain nationalities of Yunnan. The results show that the conclusions will reflex
regional modernization or urbanization, will not give regional assessment of sustainable development while regional assessment of
sustainable development was done with the framework of modernization and urbanization under the western civilization. There were
great achievements in the study of sustainable development indicator system both at home and abroad with a brilliant contribution
made for the study of human sustainable development in more than 20 years, which constructed a solid basis of implementing the
human sustainable development strategies.

Key words: sustainable development; indicator system; research progress



