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about an Emerging Paradigm [C]//Lakeshmanan T. R. Nijkamp

STUDY ON WORLD CITY NETWORK THEORY WITHIN GLOBAL
SPACE OF FLOW

MA Xue - guang, LI Gui - cai
(School of Urban Planning and Design at Shenzhen Graduate School , Peking University, Shenzhen 518055, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: The development of contemporary world city network (CWCN) based on the critique to research of
world city, world city hierarchy system and global city. CWCN theory emphasized on inter-city relation,
surmounted the limit of empirical data of traditional urban studies, broke through the monopoly of hierarchy sense
in inter-city relation, and highlighted the importance of connection and cooperation among cities. CWCN theory
adopted the need of inter-city relation in economic globalization era, replaced structure perspective with relational
perspective to propel the transformation of urban study paradigm, replaced place space with flow space as
theoretical basis of inter-city research, replaced central place theory with central flow theory to explain the
dynamics of world city network formation, and promoted the theoretical innovation of inter-city research. On the
basis of the carding above mentioned, the paper suggested some references and inspirations for related studies on
the transformation of inter-city relation, urban studies perspectives, urban policies and urban functions.
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