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An Elementary Introduction to Supervised and Unsupervised
Classification of Remote Sensing Image

YANG Xin
(Institute of RS & GIS, Chengdu University of Technology, Chengdu, 610059)

Abstract: This paper deals with the differences and relations between supervised classification methods
and unsupervised ones by means of analyzing their principles, methodology and processes and so forth.
Meanwhile we compare supervised techniques with unsupervised ones with the classification results on TM
image of a county in Sichuan Province under ERDAS IMAGINE platform.

Key words: image classification; supervised classification; unsupervised classification; maximum
likelihood method;
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