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On the CPC’ s Great Exploration of Agricultural Modernization
Wu Li

Abstract: The CPC’ s exploration of agricultural modernization over the past ninety years since its birth can be
roughly divided into three stages. The first stage covers the years from 1921 to 1952 when the Party successfully
attained the goal of giving land to the tillers and removed institutional barriers to industrialization and agricultural
modernization through the democratic revolution. The second stage is a period from 1953 to 1978 when out of con—
siderations of the needs for national security and the catching-up strategy agricultural was subordinated to the over—
all interests of industrialization. The third stage started from 1978 and has continued to the present. In this period
the reform and opening-up drive has created new horizons for agricultural modernization. This stage can be further
divided into three sub-stages: one agricultural development through household contract responsibility system in
the 1980s; two agricultural development driven by the industrialized operation of agriculture; three the all-

round development under the guidance of the scientific outlook of development in the ten years of the new century.
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