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A new interpretation of Arnold Joseph Toynbee’ s historical views: A group discussion

ZHANG Guang—zhi' LI Yong® LU Qi-hong’ ZHANG Jing-mei* & LI Juan’
(1 3. Fudan University Shanghai 200433 China; 2. Huaibei Normal University Huaibei 235000 China;
4. Suzhou University Suzhou 215006 China; 5. Lanzhou University Lanzhou 730000 China)

Abstract: History is always alive and so remain the conscience and wisdom of historians transcending time and space and en-
lightening the people of the world. Arnold Joseph Toynbee is such a great historian in the 20th century in the West. His aca—
demic reputation is popular in China and his achievements are enlightening while some of his academic terms like “challenge
and response” are widely used. Sponsored by the Editorial Department of Journal of Yunnan University 1 helped organize this
group discussion for a new interpretation of Arnold Joseph Toynbee’ s historical views which should have much academic sig—
nificance. This new interpretation of Arnold Joseph Toynbee’ s historical views is based on new perspectives or new materials.

Except me the other four participants are promising young Chinese scholars specializing in historiography or the history of the
West whose papers reflect from a certain perspective the present research on Arnold Joseph Toynbee by Chinese scholars and
will usher in new research methods and findings in the future.
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