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Growing Pains and Their Limits
—— On Mental Symptons of New Generation Writers in Terms of Distinctive Features of
Bildungsroman in Lu Nei’s Trilogy
Wang Hongtu

Abstract: On the basis of discussing the genre, Bildungsroman, in modern German literature, the paper
makes an overview of similar texts in the 20™ and 21% century Chinese literature, and concentrates on the
course of growing up concerning those protagonists in Lu Nei’s trilogy, Pursuit. Although there are many
features shared by Bildungsroman in German literature and Pursuit, major figures in Lu Nei’s trilogy
lack substantial development, and their lives can be regarded as a series of repetition on the same plane.
In this sense, Pursuit is something of quasi-Bildungsroman. This tendency highlights certain syndrome
shared by many new generation writers, including Lu Nei. And, how to cast off the burden of nihilism is

the key to their treading on uncharted territory in literature.

Key word: Lu Nei, new generation writers, bildungsroman, mental sympton

130



