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Ecological Literature and Ecological Values in Beautiful-China Initiative
Zhang Zhengchun, Cheng Gang

Abstract: Ecological progress is a part of political programme and national development strategy of China. It also
represents the Chinese cultural values based on particular historical background and profound traditional culture and
philosophies. There are abundant ancient eco - culture in numerous Chinese ancient paintings and poems of
landscape. In traditional Chinese culture, history, literature, aesthetics and philosophy were integrated with each
other. It is inspiring to study eco-literature, eco-aesthetics and eco-philosophy in Chinese classical literature works
and to explain the ecological values in Chinese ancient eco-philosophy and eco-ethics. The creativity and vitality of
Chinese traditional culture derive from its features of ecological cultures and connotations of ecological philosophy.
Just as Zhu Xi, the famous scholar in the Southern Song Dynasty, once said: “Why is the water so clear? For there’s
water flowing from the source.”That is why Chinese culture sustain and flourish for a long history. Eco-civilization is
the prerequisite for ecological education, and eco-philosophy is the soul of eco-civilization. There is still a long way
to go to explore the eco-literature, eco-aesthetics and eco-philosophy in traditional Chinese culture.

Key words: ecological culture; ecological civilization; ecological literature; ecological aesthetics; ecological

philosophy



