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Dong Haozhi Attempts at Regional Order by Japan in 5" —9" Centuries

Japan had been encompassed in the regional system centered on Chinese dynasties since the 1
century BC. But the geological remoteness made its relation with Chinese dynasties ambiguous.
Although it had been accepted in the international political structure of the pre-modern East Asia as a
tributary state of China Japan strived for a status “equal” to China even by military means. Japan’

. . . . b h .
s attempts at its own “regional order” can be seen from a series of moves during the 5" —9" centuries.

Ma Yunchao The Request for Doctor from Munjong of Goryeo and the Relation between Japan
and the Song Dynasty: A Facet of Japan’ s Diplomacy in the Late 11" Century

Suffering from apoplexy Munjong of Goryeo sent an official request for competent doctors from
Japan. After several discussions Japanese officials declined this request. Although the latter gave
reasons as the distance and the lack of precedent Japan’ s reply witnessed an adjustment from an
objective statement of difficulties to a harsh ecriticism of the unconventionality and illegitimacy of
Goryeo’ s request. The change in content resulted from the arrival of a diplomatic letter from the
emperor of the Song dynasty. Being anxious about its involvement in the tributary system of the Song
dynasty Japan became suspicious of the true intention of Goryeo’ s request. Hence Japan emphasized
its independence and superiority in its reply. Since the development of the incident was influenced by
the intertwined relations among East Asian countries a comprehensive understanding of it requires the

background knowledge of the relation between Japan and the Song dynasty.

Yan Shaoxiang On the Origin of Ostracism in Athens

Ostracism was one of the most important and peculiar institutions in Athens. However classical
documents varied as to its origins and purpose while modern scholars also disagreed on the issue. Some
agreed with Aristotle dating it to the time of the Cleisthenes’ Reforms; but others agreed with Adrotion
preferring to the eve of its first use. This paper tries to argue that ostracism should have been proclaimed
just before its first use when the fight against Persia and against the returning tyranny coincided after the
Battle of Marathon. Neither the age of Cleisthenes nor the aims of ostracism made the authorship of
Cleisthenes possible. Its author should be some unknown politician( s) in the early 480s BC. However the
original purpose of the institution was to make the people judges of disputes among political elites and
deciders of state policies. Therefore although it was not invented by Cleisthenes ostracism was coherent

with his principles.



