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From the Mycenaen World to the Homeric Age: Rise of the Greek Polis Yan Shaoxiang(4)

The question that when the polis rose is still hotly debated among academics. Some scholars try to
find its origins in the Mycenaean world, but they have not succeeded yet because there was a deep gap
between the Mycenaean world and the Homeric Age which lasted for hundreds of years. This paper,
based on the up-to-date archaeological evidence, systematically analyses the materials from Nikoria,
Athens and Lefkandi on the Greek mainland. It argues that these communities originated in the so-
called Dark Ages show some new characteristics which made them rather different from the states of
the Mycenaean world socially and politically, though they inherited something of the latter. The
bureaucratic and palatial system disappeared and the inhabitants were comparatively equal among
themselves even in Athens and Lefkandi where the continuity demonstrated itself quite clearly. The
leaders of the communities, if there were any, lived as peers among the settlers. These communities
were more similar to those described in the Homeric epics. Therefore, we need to find the origins of the
Homeric primitive polis in these Dark Ages’ communities if we recognize that poleis in Homer are the

ancestor of their classical counterparts.

Book Hand of early Classical Manuscripts Zhang Qiang(14)

From the extent oldest Greek papyrus dated to 430/420 B. C. to the middle of the fifteenth
century A. D., the dextrorsum has kept to be used. However, the scripts had changed from the
majuscules to the minuscules before the printing books. Since the earlier manuscript is wanting, when
the book hand of early period is discussed, we may depend on the scattered records in classical authors

and inscriptions in order to persume its possible forms.

On the Relationship between Religion and the Polis Construction in Ancient Athens Wei Fenglian(19)

Ancient Greek religion is different from the religion in ancient Egypt and China. It aims to forge
the unification and the consciousness of the political community instead of promoting the authority of
the rulers. In case of ancient Athens, religion permeated in the political and social life of Athenians
and the polis constructed their political boundaries through sanctuaries and temples. The citizens
established their relationship and got civic identity. Greek religion intensified the ruling way in polis,
ensured the identification of the citizens, constructed the basis of polis civilization and guided the

orientation of the polis.
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The Evolution of the Perception on“Frontier” in the Roman-Byzantine Frontier Studies
Wang Qiao Xu Jialing(26)
Roman-Byzantine Frontier Studies derives from the archaeology of the Roman Limes. It has
experienced three phases of initiation accumulation and rapid development. It takes the history of
Roman-Byzantine {rontier area as the research object, relies on the academic achievements of other
disciplines such as Archaeology, Literature, Classics, Roman History, Byzantine Studies, Middle
East and Arabia Studies etc. , uses the new perspectives and methods of Grand Strategy, Empire
Theory, Frontier Theory and so on for reference. It makes complex consideration of the history and
society of Roman-Byzantine frontier area. In this paper, the evolution of the connotation about the

Roman-Byzantine frontier in the past research will be sorted out, being combined with the

introduction of the academic history. Along with the development of the academic research, the
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