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On the Nature of Fairy Tales and its Contemporary Importance
LI Lifang
(Department of Chinese Literature, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou, 730000, China)

Abstract The article gives a new theoretical understanding of the aesthetic topic— “ the nature of fairy
tales’ , which has been paying close attention to by the twentieth century Chinese children s literature
field. The author holds the opinion that the traditional fairy tales “standpoint which has been based oo
the way of thoughts of adults is partial and narrow, and has not been clearly grasping the nature of the
fairy tales. To break through the limits of the way of thoughts, we should begin from two points first,
to explore the historical origins and trace back to its original artistic nature; second, to study the fairy
tale § actual formation from the childrens points of view. We would clearly discover that “ the childhood
spiritual temperament” is the immortal and perpetual nature. This may produce important effect on the
building of human being & spiritual home today-.
Key words fairy tales; the nature of fairy tales; children$ thinking; primitive thinking; the childhood

spiritual temperament



