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Discussion on Mencius’ Language Philosophy

Peng Chuanhua
(School of Humanities, Zhejiang University of Finance & Economics, Hangzhou 310018, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract; Mencius succeeds to Confucius’ Route of Rectification of Names, and points out the
difference between murdering the monarch and killing a tyrant like Zhou, thus he confirms the validity
and legitimacy of killing a tyrant like Zhou. He pays attention to the fact that language is the product
of society and the environment can effect language of human being, which has touched the relationship
of language and the world that is the fundamental problem of language philosophy. He puts forward
two standards of distinguishing the good or bad language. Moreover, Mencius connects his philosophy
of language with his theory of personality training dialectically by his doctrine of “knowing language
and nurturing force (Qi)”. In essence, Mencius’ philosophy of language highlights the tendency of
moral pragmatism and the significance of pragmatics
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pragmatics



