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The Development and Diversification of Status Affixes
in Ancient Chinese

Ma Biao
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Abstract Based on the Collection of Chinese Ancient Works and massive language materials, this
paper analyzes and describes the type, distribution and the development of status affixes in Ancient
Chinese. The paper argues that Chinese language has developed and formed its unique pragmatic affix
system In modern Chinese, many varieties of status affixes are the differentiation of the overlapped af-
fixes of ancient Chinese. The study of status affixes will certainly help to understand Chinese language
and the explanation of words.
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