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Zavjalova 0. & Astrakhan E. 1998 The Linguistic Geography of China * .
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The Geographical Distribution Types of Chinese Dialects

Abstract The article firstly discusses the concept of geographical distribution type and then
studies primary geographical distribution types of Chinese dialects from a macroscopical point of view
based on the Linguistic Atlas of Chineses Dialecsts. The geographical distribution types can be divided
into Opposite Type and Consistent Type in the first level. The Opposite Type mainly includes Qin—
Huai Line Type Yangize River Line Type and A-Na Line Type and the Consistent Type mainly
contains Yangtze River Basin Type JiangNan Funnel Type and Southeast Coastal Type.

Key words Chinese dialects; geographical linguistics; dialect maps; geographical distribu—

tion types
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