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Re-Understanding of the Properties and Academic Value of Liushi
Li Yunfu

Abstract  Linshii( 75 5) is a general term for the whole knowledge of a discipline about
Chinese characters in ancient philological education, signifying a pedagogical system ( but not
merely a categorical system) including the formal and structural source, principles and rules of
structure, aggregative relationship and rules of usage. The traditional point of view that litishii in—
dicates the six ways of creating characters or six types of character structure does not reflect its o—
riginal functions. The so-called science of liushii, which originated from the various professional
and theoretical studies of it, has deviated its pedagogical aspect because of misunderstanding or
exaggeration. Therefore, the science of liushii is no longer linshi itself. As a matter of fact,
liishii serves the primary education properly in knowledge point selection and term definition. At
present, there are some biased conventions in character teaching, and to rectify them, a possible
way may be to refer to linshii as it actually and originally is.

Key words [linshii, literacy pedagogical system, science of litshii, types of character struc—

ture, ways of creating character
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