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Critical Thinking Cultivation Perspectives on the Differences between
Chinese and American Textbook Contents: The Enlightment from PISA
Result

LAI Qin-jiang', ZHANG Hong-xia', WAN Dong-sheng’, LI Min-yi’
(1.Institute of Education, Nanjing University, Nanjing, Jiangsu,210093;2.School of Education Science, Jiangsu Second Normal University,Nanjing,Jiang
su,210013;3.Faculty of Education,Beijing Normal University, Beijing,100875)

Abstract: Critical thinking is an important capability of language literacy and reading is the core of language teaching. PISA2009 shows
that Chinese students in reading literacy scored the highest of the world, but the sub-score of the critical thinking part was much lower than
the other two dimensions, which attracted wide attention. Chinese reading textbooks are significantly different from that of USA in several
types including the natural world, emotional and moral affairs, historical and cultural tradition, patriotism and life skills. In addition, there is
a huge difference between Chinese and American textbooks about the proportion of non-continuous texts. The cultivation of students' reading
ability in critical thinking is related to the content and text format. The author suggests to add more non-continuous texts which are closely
linked to student life and social reality.

Key words: textbooks; critical thinking; comparative study; PISA reading
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On the Moral Education in Primitive Society

HU Jun-jin
(Center for Citizenship and Moral Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing,100875)

Abstract: There exists moral education in primitive society. The main forms of original moral education are: the primitive religion, myth
and legend, witchcraft and taboo. These forms of moral education reveal to the primitive humans that “what should they do” and “how to do
is right”,so to a certain extent, they can be regarded as the initial moral system which can be used to adjust the relationships between people
and people,people and society. Moral education in primitive society is rooted in the primitive humans’ life practice and provides spiritual
power for the survival and development of primitive humans.

Key words: primitive religion; myth; legend; witchcraft; taboo
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