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The Input and Output of Chinese Special Education:

The Analysis of the Latent Growth Model Based on Panel Data
WANG Ying; YU Weiting; WANG Jianmin

( School of Government, Beijing Normal University, Berjing, 100875 )

Abstract: This study analyzed the development history and status quoof special education in China from the
perspectives of input and output, and further explored the relationship between the output of special education and
economic development by using the latent growth model. The results are showed as follows: for the input, the proportion of
Chinese special education investment was too small, as well as the index of Chinese Special Education Expenditure Per
Student, and the student—{faculty ratios in different provinces were far below the national standard. As for the output, the
imbalance of district distribution existed in the number of special education schools, students at school and graduates.
Besides, there was an imbalance between the demands and supplies of the special education. Simultaneously, the LGC
Model showed that the special education output limited by its development basis works effectively on the first mover
advantage and accumulative effect, and the special education output of different areas was positively correlated with the
local economic development levels, but the growth rate of special education output would be convergence, that is to say, the
more developed the economy of a region was, the slower the growth rate of special education output would be. At last, this
study put forward some suggestions to promote the balanced development of special education in China from several aspects.

Key words: Special Education; Input; Output; Economic Development; The Latent Growth Model
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