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Retrospection and Reflection on World Comparative
Education Research in the Last 60 Years

——Analysis of literature based on the US ""Comparative Education Review"

Zhang Wet & Liu Baocun

Abstract: Academic papers can reflect the hot topics and trends of the certain discipline. This study uses three
dimensions which contain regional research, methodology research and thematic research to analyze the content of 1340
academic papers which were published in the American Journal “Comparative Education Review " from 1957 to 2015. The
results show that comparative education research transfers from the "center" to the "edge" in regional research; developing
countries and regions have become the focus of the research; methodology has become diversified; positivism and
humanism methods get comprehensively used; thematic study shows the combination change and stabilization coexistence;
higher education has always been the focus of research type; female education has become the new research hotspot.
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