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The U.S.A Preschool Program Quality Assessment: Content,
Characteristics and Enlightenments

HUO Li-yan FANG Yang-yang
Faculty of Education Beijing Normal Education

Abstract: Program Quality Assessment PQA which was developed by US High- Scope Education Research
Foundation has two content items Classroom Item and Agency Item. Its basic characteristics are to set the option of
improving the early childhood education quality to encourage the equal participation of multiple stakeholders subjects
to stress the content view of improving process quality to emphasize mixed methods of qualitative evaluation and quan-
tity evauation. PQA can give us some enlightenments to develop scientific and appropriate assessment tools for im-
proving quality to encourage open and multi- dimensional assessment subjects enrolling to design the integrated as-
sessment contents stressing on process quality to use mixed and multiple assessment methods such as integrated ob-
serving and interview.
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