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Amendment of Education Basic Law and Transit of
Educational Basic Idea in Japan

WANG Xiaogian', ZHANG Dewei®

(1.Normal College, Shenyang University, Shenyang 110044, China; 2.Institute of International and Comparative
Education, Northeast Normal University, Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: Japan promulgated and implemented new Education Basic Law on December 22nd 2006, which was a
kind of complete amendment to old Education Basic Law constituted in 1947. Japanese Education Basic Law is an
educational constitution, which rules educational idea and educational guideline. This amendment indicated the
transit of educational idea gravely in Japan. Compare to old educational ideas of freedom, democracy, equality and
peace sparkpluged by old Education Basic Law, although conserving some educational ideas such as “individual
dignity”, “perfect personality” and so on, the new Education Basic Law put forward new educational ideas of
“respect public inspirit”, “love and cultivate traditional culture and our country” definitely, which belongs to
educational ideas of nationalism that the core are “public” and “traditional” and love nation. The transit of
educational basic ideas will influence Japanese educational direction in the future.

Key words: Japan; Education Basic Law; educational basic idea; democratism; nationalism



