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Development of Early Childhood Care and Education in Germany
WANG Xing-hua

Abstract : Despite the long history of the provision of early childhood care and education in Germany, there
has been no unified profile of day~care centers considering the great differences between eastern and western Ger~
man states in terms of admission rate, staffing etc. However the plan of early childhood care and education is initi—
ated , executed and regulated by the federal state with a joint effort from the federal government. With the expecta—
tion to create a needs—oriented supply of day—care places for children,the federation exercises its authority
through establishing the legal right to a place in day care for children from the age of one up to starting school,
making efforts to expand day care services for children aged below three, financially supporting family day—care
and parental leave, and initiating staff training and scientific research programs on ECEC.

Key words: Germany ; admission rate; expenditure on ECEC; ECEC policy
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