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The Development and Trends of International Preschool Education

Research since the 21st Century
—Knowledge Mapping Analysis on Four Kinds of SCI and SSCI Journals in Preschool Education

Lan Guoshuai, Cheng Jinkuan & Yu Yongping

Abstract: With the method of knowledge mapping visual analysis, the papers published in the four kinds of SCI and
SSCI journals in the field of preschool education from 2000 to 2016 are investigated. It is found that the number of
documents and the quantity of average citation of the four kinds of preschool education research journals have been
increased year by year since 2007. And the four journals have become the important carriers of preschool education
research communication. The research topics mainly focus on the early childhood education and children’s school
readiness, head-start, children’s self-discipline, children care, children’s development of ecological system theory, the
problem of children’s language development, infants” infantile autism, teacher—child interaction, children’s games, etc.
Research hotspots include the children’s behavioral regulation, children’s mental-health counseling, classroom climate,
bilingual learners, children’s early education for low—income families, family education and family ecosystems. The
scholars, such as Carollee Howes, Robert C. Pianta, Megan M. Mcclelland and their frontier literature still have high
influence in the field of the preschool education, and they form a total of eleven factions on academic communities.

Key words: preschool education research, development and trend, academic journal, knowledge mapping, visual
analysis
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