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Hot Topics and Developments Involving International Early Childhood

Education in the 21* Century
—based on an analysis of literature research into the top 5 early childhood education
journals on the SSCI journal list
Qiu Song,' Pan Li,' Hou Jianhua®
(*College of Education, Liaoning Normal University, Dalian 116021; *College of
Humanities, Dalian University, Dalian 116622)

Abstract: A visual analysis of hot and cutting—edge topics on the study of international early childhood
education is of great significance to Chinese researchers. The authors used the bibliometric visualization
software to analyze five kinds of SSCI preschool journals (2000-2012) and found that hot research field of
international preschool education were: school readiness in children, “Head Start” research, evaluation system
established on ecological research, the study of children’s cognitive theory of multi-language acquisition and
meta —language awareness, moral development in children conduct disorder and indifference (Callous —
unemotional Traits), in—depth study of the relationship between autism and other early studies of infants. The
international preschool crescendo type research frontier were disorder diagnostic “gold standard” (DSM-1V-R)
and psychology book “latent variable statistical analysis”; decrescendo type frontier: 5—hydroxytryptamine (5—
HT) and depression disease research relationships; latest frontier: executive function and learning ability of
children, and the effects of teacher—child interaction.

Key words: early childhood education research, hot topics of research, developments of research



