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Beyond the Confines of Kohlberg's Male—
centered Cognitive Logic—The Recent

Improvements of Moral Development Theoretical Research

PAN Leiqiong, HUANG Fuquan

(Center of Contemporary Education Research and Development,South China Normal
University , Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract:In recent years,debates concerning the Kohlberg’s moral development theory
and its development has never ended. A large number of documents critically reveal such
problems as male—centered subconsciousness, cognitive arbitrariness and linear logic in his
theories. Male —centered subconsciousness neglects female and the "care" principle in
moral development is excluded with the "justice" standard. Cognitive arbitrariness regards
the essence of complex moral development as cognitive development,which
inappropriately replaces the holistic process of moral development. Linear logic takes the
moral development as the gradual "three levels in six stages",which overshades its
complexity and multicultural nature. On the basis of the mentioned criticisms,new
theories have developed to respond to those critical challenges. The care theory was
created and the relationships were expanded between moral development and social
customs, moral cognition and moral emotion as well as moral schema and social culture.
The moral development theory was modified from customary,emotional and cultural
dimensions.
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