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An Analysis on the Rationality and Limitation of Value
Clarification Theory

ZHAO Yetian

(Institute of Marxism, Northeast Normal University , Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: Value clarification theory was a popular moral education theory in the 1960s and 1970s in America,
which has brought great impact on American moral education. The theory criticizes the traditional moral
education model of being told and the content knowledge teaching,focuses on the freedom of individual value
choice and puts the emphasis of education on the process of value clarification. The reason for its wide popolar
is its rationality,its development based on the need of the times,its nature of targeted, practical and feasible, its
relevance for the life and reaching a certain scientific level. While its limitation is that it advocates relative
values, focusing on the form but the content,and denying the traditional moral education simply.
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